
 

PURPOSE:  To establish Scripps Health’s participation in the California End of Life Option Act. 

I. POLICY 
A. Hospitals: Scripps Health will not participate in the hospital setting including hospital 

outpatient departments. 
1. Health Care Providers will not be allowed to perform the duties of an attending 

or consulting physician, prescribe aid-in-dying medication, or fill prescriptions 
for aid-in dying medications while in the hospitals. 

2. Patients will not be permitted to self-administer the aid-in-dying medications 
while in the hospitals. 

B. No patient will be denied other medical care or treatment because of the patient’s 
participation activities authorized by the Act. Heath Care Providers will still provide all 
other requested end-of-life and palliative care and other services to patients and 
families. This does not prohibit discussions by a patient with his/her Health Care 
Provider about options available under the Act during hospitalization or while 
receiving services in a hospital outpatient department. 

C. Medical Office Buildings owned by Scripps Health: 
1. Scripps Mercy Hospital Campus. Health Care Providers with offices located in 

Medical Office Buildings on the Scripps Mercy Hospital Campus will not be 
permitted to participate in the Act, as explained in Section 1 above. 

2. All other Medical Office Buildings. Health care providers with offices located 
anywhere other than the Scripps Mercy Hospital Campus may choose to 
participate in activities authorized by the Act. By permitting participation, 
Scripps Health is neither encouraging nor discouraging participation by a 
Health Care Provider. The decision to participate is strictly the Health Care 
Provider’s. 

D. Pharmacies: No Scripps Health pharmacy will fill a prescription for aid-in-dying 
medication. 

E. Participation is Voluntary: No Health Care Provider will be required to participate in 
any activities directly related to the Act. Giving patients general information about 
their available options under the Act is to be distinguished from direct participation in 
activities authorized by the Act. 

F. Providing Information on the Act: If a patient requests information on the Act, staff 
may provide an education handout (ATTACHMENT) and advise the patient to speak 
with their physician.  

II. ATTACHMENT 
California End of Life Option Act Information for State Residents 
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III. REFERENCES 

A. California Health & Safety Code section 443 End of Life Option Act  
B. California Probate Code Section 4609 

 
IV. RELATED PRACTICE DOCUMENTS 

A. Physician Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST); S-FW-RI-0021 
B. Advance Health Care Directives; S-FW-RI-0001 

V. SUPERSEDED  
         End of Life Option Act Participation; S-FW-RI-0026, 10/20 
 

https://scripps.policymedical.net/policymed/anonymous/docViewer?stoken=53fec0f9-2c4e-4ec8-af50-9abe8339cbaa&dtoken=7a76941c-50d5-434b-88b3-d8da56dcc840
https://scripps.policymedical.net/policymed/anonymous/docViewer?stoken=53fec0f9-2c4e-4ec8-af50-9abe8339cbaa&dtoken=b29313e4-7c22-4a47-92a5-9c8bcd106859


ATTACHMENT:  California End of Life Option Act Information for State Residents 
Identifier: S-FW-RI-0026                                    Date: 05/23                          Page:  1 of 2 

 

 



ATTACHMENT:  California End of Life Option Act Information for State Residents 
Identifier:                                                    S-FW-RI-0026 Date: 05/23 Page: 2 of 2 

 

 


	PURPOSE:  To establish Scripps Health’s participation in the California End of Life Option Act.
	I. POLICY
	II. ATTACHMENT
	III. REFERENCES

